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Abstract

Blood-borne infections, including hepatitis C, remain one of the major challenges around
the world. According to the World Health Organization data, Georgia is among the countries
with high hepatitis C virus (HCV) prevalence. Injection drug use is considered one of the main
routes of HCV transmission. This aim of this thesis is to review the behavioral and demographic
differences among injection drug users with or without HCV infection. The two hypotheses
tested in this Master’s thesis are the following:

e Injection drug users infected with HCV have a higher risk behavior measured by
the Risk Assessment Battery (RAB) compared with injection drug users without
HCV; and

e Injection drug users infected with HCV have a higher frequency of sharing
syringes and needles in the past 6 months compared with injection drug users
without HCV.

To test these hypotheses, the data collected by the Georgian Harm Reduction Network’s
(GHRN) service centers about behavior of injection drug users has been studied. The differences
in drug use and sexual risk behavior between injection drug users with and without HCV have
been examined and both of the above hypotheses have been accepted.

This study identified the lack of sterilization measures when using injection drugs as well
as the lack of protection during sexual contacts, highlighting low awareness about blood-borne

infections among the study participants.



