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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the factors that influence the decision of a
democratic state leader whether to conduct a humanitarian intervention when faced with the

fact that mass atrocity is taking place in another sovereign country’s borders.

The reaserch was conducted using qualitative research methods, primarily secondary
sources analysis, in the scope of which various analytical papers, studies, and articles on
humanitarian interventions and realpolitik were studied. Another research method used was
case study, in the scope of which literature to illustrate specifically the interventions in Kosovo
and Syria was analyzed. In addition, content analysis was used when researching official
statements. The choice of Kosovo’s case for the study was determined by its precedental nature,

while the choice of Syria’s case — by its current relevance.

The research has determined that realpolitical factors — including the interests of the
country’s leader — have a major impact on the decisions of democratic countries to conduct
humanitarian interventions, compared to the need for human rights protection in the conflict

zone.

Though it must be mentioned that we cannot speak of any political leader’s interests
with full confidence, as these interests are never mentioned loudly and frankly by them -
therefore, we can only make assumptions in the light of the political climate, but it is impossible

to make any statements with full certainty.

Search keywords: Realpolitik, humanitarian interventions, mass atrocity
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