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Abstract

The research paper below focuses on analyses of Kist’s religious transformation through the
funeral rituals in Pankisi Gorge. It is based on observations of graveyeards in two villages of
Pankisi.

Based on the purpose of this research, the model of symbolic antropology, by Clifford Geertz,
where religion is represented as a cultural system, was selected as a methodology. The
gravestones were investigated in terms of their changes over time and compered to the cultural
and religious context of local Kists identity. These examples show how graveyards function as
a cultural symbolic practices that construct and express collective cultural and religious
identity.The findings are based on the qualitative research, particularly, on the visual methods
of research and on participant observations.

This article outlines a process of religious transformation in Pankisi Gorge. Specifically, the
study results show that the transformation of funeral tradition of Pankisi Muslim community
was revealed, particularly the tolerant Sufism is replaced by the strict Salafism, which is based
on Sharia Rules. The study also revealed the need for additional research.

The research paper will be interesting for sociologists, anthropologists, death sociologist and
researchers, which are interested in a study of islam, culture, small communities and religious

transformations.

Key Words: Islam, religious syncretism, funeral rituals, gravestones, Pankisi Gorge, Visual

methodes of research.
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