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Abstract

The main point upon which the present thesis reflects emerges in relation with the Other as a
shift from Kantian autonomous morality to the advancement of heteronomous ethics, "as first
philosophy"; If Kant's ethics, on the one hand, is characterized by the exclusion of the other, on
the other hand, at the level of the text there is a constant emphasis on a lack, which becomes
evident in face of the danger of remaining trapped within the subjective framework of the
categorical imperative (instead of universalizing it). Levinasian ethics becomes the horizon,
which enables us to open up a new meaning for Kant's philosophy. For his part, however, Kant's
philosophy allows Levinas's ethics to be understood on a conceptual level (in view of the danger
of involving the conceptual apparatus in relation with the other), which would make rationality
stem from the Other. To search for this possibility is the main task of the thesis, which will give
us an opportunity to re-think the ground of public life. To this understanding of the public
ground as a common ground I devote the last chapters of this work, where the understanding of
the state as a rational structure (following Kant) is interpreted at the linguistic level - as much as

language comes from the Other, and becomes available to and from him/her.



