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Abstract

The Master’s thesis refers to the topic “Tourism Development in Racha the mechanism for
preventing migration”. The thesis describes one of the important problems of highland regions,
a migration faced not only in Georgia but in many developed countries. The focus is made on
internal migration which can be freely described as one of the challenges of 21st century.

The main part of the thesis refers to the tourism development prospective in Racha as the
component of migration problem solution. The thesis reviews the migration level, the causes,
natural and cultural resource of the region, tourist potential and of course impact of tourism on
the migration process.

The study was conducted by means of quantitative method. By means of secondary
research current situation was studies in Racha, in particular, the resources required for tourism
development, social, economic and infrastructural conditions of the region, migration and
demographic data, state and private sector inclusion level for presentation of Racha, as a new,
prospective and attractive tourist destination. All mentioned were applied in order to
understand all the preconditions preventing development of tourism in Racha and what should
be done from the side of state to support development process.

The people who participated in the primary survey were those who used to live in Racha,
but currently it is not their permanent residential place due to different reasons. During the
study they demonstrated their readiness to return back in the region, especially, those who still
have the property their and would like to develop small or middle business for tourist services
in case of respective support.

Key Words: Internal migration, highland regions, tourism, the prospective of tourism.



