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Abstract

Master’s Thesis evolves the role of art lessons in social integration of children with autism
spectrum. Social skills belong to one of the difficult and less-developed skills in terms of autism
spectrum; thus, various educational institutions, such as kindergarten, school, including
teachers bear great responsibility and role in development of these skills. Consequently, my

study specifically stands on social skills in teaching process, namely, at art lessons.

Presently, factually, there are no field studies in Georgia, thus, one of the goals of this thesis is
to bring this field into the limelight. As per methodology, study is based on qualitative case
study analysis. The study involved 3 pupils of elementary classes of N55 Public School. Two
of them used the resource room service and one of them used the integrated class service. Class
observation protocol was used for the study and consequently, I was observing the social
behavior of the pupils in the course of three art lessons and break, as well as in the course of

three lessons on other subjects and break for comparing the results.

For the purposes of study, I have used half-structured interview, recorded the class supervisors,

psychologists, specialized teachers, teachers of different school subjects and art teachers.

AUTISM TREATMENT EVALUATION CHEKLIST ( ATEC) was used, measuring the social
skills, including language/speech/communication, sensor/cognitive  consciousness,
health/physical behavior. Following the given directions, specialized teachers and

psychologists evaluated the skills of pupils.

Observations revealed that the art lessons were not delivered in a way to support the social
integration of the pupils; no team work, no couple work — the methods that could support the
social integration, were not provided during the observation period. Thus, hypothesis was not

justified.

Pursuant to the study results, in order to use the art lessons for supporting the social integration
in Georgia, recommendations in terms of planning and providing the art lessons were

elaborated.
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Study is interesting for the parents and teachers of the pupils with autism spectrum, especially

for the art teachers, as well as for other interested individuals.
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