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Abstract

Introduction: Master's thesis concerns methadone replacement therapy as one of the tools to
reduce harm. In particular, drug addiction and related dangers, as well as harmful effects
from the use of opioid and the ways of defense are discussed. The paper discusses the
following hypotheses: The Methadone replacement therapy program reduces the harm

caused by opioids to drug addicted individuals.

Methodology: Qualitative and quantitative research was selected for the completion of the

Master's work. In the framework of qualitative research, an in-depth interview with the staff
of medical institution and beneficiaries involved in the program was conducted. In the scope
of quantitative research the survey of Georgian population was conducted through the closed

questionnaire.

Results: Methadone replacement therapy is functioning successfully in Georgia at this stage,

but changes are necessary to improve the program.

Recommendations: Changing the programm administration rules, additional services (to

improve the effectiveness of replacement therapy), the amendments at the legislative level.

Key words: Methadone replacement therapy, opioid replacement therapy.
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