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Abstract

The following paper presents the results of action research that has been carried out with

purpose to develop critical thinking in the basic level students.

The aim of the research process was to choose and implement interventions that would

actually respond to the problems identified during the diagnostic stage.

Thus, action research aimed to develop critical thinking by using recourse based strategies,

along with encouraging students to read for pleasure.

Due to the mentioned aim the action research has been built on the both, quantitative and
qualitative methods of sociological research, namely: focus group discussions, in-depth
interviews and a self-administered questionnaire. Questionnaire was designed to make
students evaluate the activities implemented during the research. Information has been

processed through the statistical program SPSS.
Pre and post-tests involved three informative and argumentative texts.

The results of the research demonstrated that the implemented interventions resulted in the
real positive changes in the development of the students’ critical perception and
understanding. Namely, the absolute majority of students did not have any difficulties in
understanding and analyzing texts and, also, in discussing similarities and differences

between characters.



Results of the action research lead to the conclusion that there is a need to offer students the
appropriate literature corresponding their age and interests, to plan the targeted and timely
activities, constantly use formative assessment and to promote discussions on the relevant

issues.
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