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Abstract

Despite the fact that many reforms were implemented in the education system of
Georgia in recent years, the issue of ethnic minority education is still one of the most important
problems of the country. The second ethnic group of the country — Azerbaijanis - face the same
problem. Azeri young women are less likely to continue studying due to the cultural norms of
the given community and various other factors. Therefore, it is interesting to know what
aspects affect their aspirations to continue studying and their decision regarding getting the

higher education.

The objective of the study is to identify and study socio-cultural factors which affect the
decision of getting an education based on personal experiences of the ethnic minorities living in

Gardabani town of Kvemo Kartli, in particular 16-25 years old ethnic Azeri girls.

The research was conducted with the phenomenological design of the qualitative
methodology using various theories (Carmel Camilleri, Hannah Mawleska-Pierre, Pierre

Bourdie) and researches.

The study on experiences and perceptions of Azerbaijani girls revealed the impact of
various socio-cultural factors on the decision whether to continue studying, including parental
and other family members’ level of education and attitude towards education, encouragement
from school teachers and decision of peers related to getting an education, a desire to gain more

freedom and so on.

Keywords: ethnic minorities, Azeris of Georgia, Azeri adolescent girls, gender roles, education,
phenomenology, experiences, perceptions, cultural capital, primary socialization, gender

socialization, cultural socialization, ethnic socialization, identity.
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