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1.1 abstract

Aim: The study provides an analysis of research data aimed at studying the effectiveness
of the phonological intervention, particularly the minimum and maximum contrast approach for

children with Down syndrome.

Method and procedure: The study involved three children with Down Syndrome from 5
to 7 years who had more or less similar speech disorders. The research is based on data collected
after 16 sessions of minimum and maximum contrasts auditory discrimination and production
using multiple case study. After 16 sessions all three children managed discrimination of all
minimal and maximum contrast pairs and different production; Final evaluation with quick
screener displayed a decreasing of phonological processes, particularly a reduction in syllable

construction and in unusual processes.

Conclusion: the study demonstrated the effectiveness of a minimum and maximum
contrast approach for children with Down syndrome, in particular, improvement in trained
minimal and maximal contrast pairs. As a result of the intervention, the phonological processes
were reduced in untrained words. The generalization was not confirmed, perhaps since the

intervention period was short and only one approach was used during the interventions.

Keywords: Down syndrome, phonological disorder phonological process, contrast

approach.



