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Abstract

The following paper researches the unity of William Faulkner’s novel “The Wild
Palms” which unites two entirely different stories in alternating sections: The Wild Palms
itself and The Old Man. The alternating chapters of two long stories seems completely
unrelated by places, characters and settings. Accordingly, from New Critic’s point of view
the work cannot be perceived as a whole or organic unity. The book may technically be
considered as a failure based on the argument that only the complementary themes which
connect the two parts of the book are not strong enough for any sort of fictional unity.

The paper simultaneously shares and opposes New Critic’s prevailing attitude and
based on structural and thematic analysis it aims to identify the inner structure of the novel
which responds to the research question: what makes two storylines of the novel be
superficially unconnected?

The hypothesis of the paper identifies two storylines of the book as contrasting
sequences which illuminates each other and serves a same function as thesis and antithesis
in ancient Greek drama. By employing Poetics, Aristotle’s famous study of Greek dramatic
art, the paper proves that two superficially unconnected storylines are circled based on

ancient dramatic structure.

Key words: The Wild Palms, The Old Man, storyline, dialectics, counterpoint, struggle,

aspiration, thesis, antithesis.



