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Abstract

The latest researches in ethnic strive and several cases of interventions in ethnic
conflicts prove that internal and external political arenas are closely linked and their
combination affects the course of the conflict. The presence of third party in the conflict can
become a crucial factor in the process. The intervention has a power to determine the fate of
the conflict development with the military assistance of a particular party. That can become

determinant for the advantage of the party.

The aim of the thesis was to study the case, when the interests of ethnic minority and
potential intervener coincide in ethnic conflict. How the probability of intervention enables
the choice of the violent strategy by the ethnic minority and how it helps the
interventionist’s interests to be fulfilled. The research aimed to answer the questions under
the light of interventions by Russia in Abkhazian and Crimean conflicts, where the ethnic
minorities had a need and willingness to make the third party engaged on their side in the
conflict which could bring potential victory for them. At the same time, Russia had its own

interests to get involved in the conflicts and gain benefits.

The main findings of the study demonstrate that the minority ethnic group may
choose a violent strategy to create a ground for the third party assistance which it demands.
The past experience of interference in ethnic conflicts by the third party and the direct or
indirect promises derived from the potential intervener creates a hope for the intervention.
The third party intervenes when there is a ground for intervention and at the same time

serves its own interests.

Keywords: Ethnic conflict, ethnic minority, third party intervention, conflict in Abkhazia,

Crimean conflict.



