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Abstract

Prejudice is one of the most important problem in the world and is the main topic of
many social science studies. Prejudice is the reason behind many discriminatory
behaviors such as sexism, racism, homophobia etc. Social scientists are looking for the
causes of prejudice and the ways to reduce it. Based on surveys, Gordon Allport
proposed the “Contact Hypothesis” as a predecessor for prejudice reduction.
According to “Contact Hypothesis”, the more the positive contact with out-group
members, the less the prejudice towards them. The studies also show, that the
experience of living and studying abroad reduces prejudice and the reason is the
natural environment, where young people have frequent and long-term contacts with
out-group members. According to data collected from 108 respondents , the present
study tried to test the hypotheses whether the frequent contact and studying abroad
reduces prejudice. The hypotheses have been eximined using a combination of
correlation and experimental research methods. The study showed that frequent is
associated with reduced prejudice towards homosexuals and Muslims. However, no
significant correlation was found between prejudice towards Armenians and frequent
contact with them. Additionally, the study showed that there is no statistically
significant difference in prejudice between the young people who have and who have
not experience of living and studying abroad.

Keywords: Prejudice, contact hypothesis, social distance, studying abroad.



