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Abstract

Background: In the last decade, following the development of internet technologies, drugs have
become easier to access. The drug market has moved from the physical space to the digital one.
Now users can buy drugs more easily and with wider variety.

The goal of this research is to study the alternative methods of buying drugs in Georgia and to
describe the role of digital and internet technologies in the modern drug trade.

Methods: The research was done in the qualitative type: we did individual in-depth interviews
with focus groups. In total there were 19 people surveyed. The data was analyzed using the
program “Nvivo” which is designed to analyze qualitative data.

Results: As the research showed, following the development of the internet and digital space,
buying drugs have become more available and easier to purchase, which has burdened the law
enforcement with harder tasks in Georgia, as well as the rest of the world. Increase of Russian
language websites and sellers on the Georgian market has changed the culture of trading and
evaluating the seller or the shop, it also has created an underground online community in the
chat apps and dark net websites, where the users can share their experience. Most of the subjects
we’ve interviewed prefer to buy drugs from a known seller, because it’s way safer to trust a
friend/associate than a stranger on the internet or an online shop.

Conclusions: There is an increase in Georgia in mobile apps and contactless, anonymous

transactions in the drug trade process. The main reason for this is convenience, the wide variety
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(including the new psychoactive substances) of drugs and the lesser probability of getting
arrested. However, there is a higher risk in buying a new and unknown substance, or maybe the
declared composition of the drugs is different than the one being sold. The strategies that the
law enforcement currently employs are not effective in case of online drug trade. It’s important
to have more research done regarding this topic and to develop new programs for users, to raise

their awareness and focus on new trade models, as well as how to lessen the risks of the usage.

Key Words: Buying Drugs, internet, Darknet, Telegram, Matanga, Bitcoin.
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