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Narrative Language in typically developing children and in children with developmental

disorders

M.Arevadze

Abstract

Narratives are spoken (or written) fictive- or real life-based depictions of causally related
events that focus on a particular theme and together form a complete wholeness (Boudreau 2007,
Kavanaugh & Engel 1998, Nelson 1996).We need narration in everyday communication
process,during social interaction or just for expressing our thoughts and emotions. Its really
important skill and that’s why, exploring narrative is popular among scientists, especially in english
speaker children. But our knowledge about Georgian children’s narrative abilities is really limited.
Linguistic structure of English and Georgian lagnuages, really differ from each other. So, We can
not generalize English speakers narrative features to Georgian ones. Except children with typical
development, in Georgia we have children with special needs in language and in communication.
We have no information about their narrative abilities either. From these informational deficite,
aroused the idea of exploring narrative skill in 7 to 9 years old typically developing children,

children with autism spectrum disorder and children with intellectual development disorder.

According to our research’s results, 7 to 9 years old children with intellectual developmental
disorder and with autism spectrum disorder, have the same pragmatic and linguistic structures of
narration. Children with inteleqctual developmental disorder from the same age group, differ from
typicaly developing peers more in narration’s lingusistic structure, then in pragmatic features.
Regarding children with autistic spectrum disroders, they have the same grade difficulties in
narration’s pragmatic and linguistic structure. Also, our research found a negative correlation
betwveen screen time and the age of first sentences. This last one was in negative correlation with
narration’s pragmatic and linguistic components too. At last, while comparing typically developing
Georgian children’s story grammar to English native speaker peers, aroused a doubt about typically
developing Georgian children’s narrative competence. But, it’s a question for a new research, which
will be oriented on creating standardized instrument for assesing Georgian children’s narrative

language.



