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Abstract

For decades Georgia and Georgian people have attempted to shift away from its post-soviet
past and move toward the European Union on political and cultural levels. Nevertheless, the path
of Europeanization has not always been straightforward, and the following process has been
perceived variously by diverse groups of people coming from different social and demographic

backgrounds.

The research aims to study characteristics of value orientations towards Europe and Russia
in different communities of Georgia. The study is based on a mixed research design. At the initial
stage of the research collection of different statements from popular Georgian discourse was
carried out through the content analysis. Afterward, cluster analysis has been used to classify the

population according to their value orientations.

The study found that there are six clusters within the population: pragmatist,
conservatives, liberals, nationalist EU nihilists, and anti-Europeans. Following groups are aligned
according to the level of support its members are expressing towards EU. However,
abovementioned groups are not only characterized according to their attitudes towards Europe
but towards Russia as well, since viewpoints about Russia play a critical role in forming each

cluster.

The findings of the research suggest that value orientations in the specific communities
are hybrid and could be often characterized by ambiguity since there is a high number of
influencing factors for these orientations, such as ethnoreligious identity, post-colonial legacy and

the trend of the Europeanization.

Keywords: Europeanization, Russia, Hybridity value orientations.
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