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Abstract

Present research by testing theoretical and empirical data explores transition strategies in two
countries of South America, in Venezuela and Chile, also internal and external factors which cause
transition in these countries. For valid analyze in case of Chile is explored three epochs of governance,
administration of Salvador Allende, The Pinochet period and Chile after his governance. As for Venezuela,
in this case is discussed the Hugo Chavez epoch, the administration of Nicolas Maduro and the ongoing
political crisi. Maintained political epochs were selected, as the crucial moments of Chile’s development
happened in this period, after which Chile is among the most successful countries of the world and region.
As for Venezuela, it is now going through a similar path to democracy. Consequently, the selection of these
epochs of these two countries intentionally aimed to discover parallels between these two cases and
according to experience of Chile, to somehow predict Venezuela's future development scenarios.

Methodologically study is qualitative one, in research is used Desk Research for analyzing of
Primary and Secondary Sources, Case -Study and Discourse analysis of International Media, which is
priceless for the complete representation of ongoing processes in Venezuela. As well as Process tracing
method and comparative content analysis for identification of similarities and differences between Chile
and Venezuela's cases in different time period.

The research is based on the theories of transition that deal with the transition of political regimes
in the countries and describes three types of strategies: transition from above (Top Down), from below
(Bottom Up) and intermediate category of transition. These models are explored in the present work and
Chile and Venezuela's cases are adopted to them in each transition process.

The research found out that the main foreign factor in the process of both countries affecting on
the transition process is the international pressure, especially from the USA and other western influential
states. The domestic factor is the economic and humanitarian crisis caused by the government's incorrect
economic and fiscal policy and repressive reforms. Finally, in the work, based on current reality, is

discussed five scenarios of development processes in Venezuela.

Keywords: Venezuela, Chile, transition theories, transition strategies: Bottom Up, Top Down, Intermediate

Category, internal and external factors.



