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Abstract

The canonization of Ilia Chavchavadze, Georgian writer, poet and political figure by the
Georgian Ortodox Church, brought new inspiration to the Georgian nationalist movement. His
literary works and publicistic letters made a direct impact on illegal anti-soviet activities of the
20th century. In addition, after the Church canonized him, his personality was accorded more
sacradness.

The goal of the research is to make clear the nature of secularism of the Tergdaleuli movement
and understand which factors helped political-religious establishment come out of the sacral
circle in medieval Georgia and create a new modernist political theology based on secular
ideology

Our goal is to understand how the ideology by llia Chavchavadze strengthened the idea of
Georgian nation, why Ilia Chavchavadze and the Tergdaleuli Movement acted as a catalyst for
ethnic nationalism and which factor contributed to forming a new Georgian nation. One of the
objectives of my research is to make clear the idea of secularism brought into Georgian society
by the Tergdaleuli Movement and their attempt to transform it into a theological, ethnic and
nationalist idea

It is also important to discuss about a secular metaphysics of a new Georgian nation by the
Tergdaleuli Movement and the particularities of its French analogue. As we know, the French
revolution was inspired by radical secularism, which was completely expelled from public space.
However, the French revolution created quite new theological politics, which introduced a new
conception of civil nationalism into reality. This phenomenon made a big impact on
development of European nationalism. What was the catalyst of it? Our objective is to make
clear a new model of Georgian nation's conception, as content of secular phenomenon and its

metaphysics



