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Abstract

Presented paper analyzes changes of United States’ National Security Strategies in time.
During 1987-2017 years, from Ronald Reagan to Donald Trump, 17 strategies have been
adopted by 6 presidents in total. On the one hand, research explains reasons of the priority
changes of United States strategies from 1987 to 2017 and on the other hand, outweighs
advantage of the risk equilibrium theory from different theoretical approaches. Paper argues
that the US national security strategy is always moved by the balance of threats. Therefore,
thing that changes in time is the identification of source of the threat, not the forms of reaction
on them. In addition, change of the US national security strategy in 2017 was caused by foreign
policy impulses. Namely, by economically strengthened China’s and militarily enhanced

Russia’s revisionist attempts, which covered up terrorism.

Paper is based on qualitative research methods. Namely, it uses explanatory case study
design as it looks for the causality between theory and actual facts. Apart from this, security
strategy documents and speeches of US presidents are analyzed through discourse analysis

method.

Main keywords: US National Security Strategy, Great Power, Balance of the Threat,

Threat identification.



