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Abstract

Oeuvre of Vazha Pshavela has passed radically different periods of history: imperial
Russian governance, the Soviet Union Dictatorship and independence of Georgia. During
these periods, studies and interpretations of his works were made by different methods and
means and accordingly, the meaning of his oeuvre was perceived differently. The
following paper researches these perceptions based on epic of The Snake Eater. Moreover,
it identifies the primary folklore sources of the poem and in order to enhance existing
studies it aims to define essential elements of folklore narratives on which the epic is based.
Frequently used idea of Snake Eater as the character analogous to the greatest ones of the
world literature is also particularly interesting. However, this statement is mostly based on
general assumptions and their contents have never been expounded by convincing
arguments. Thus, the paper is an attempt to fill the above-mentioned gaps. By adopting
thematology - traditional approach to literary studies - we aim to show that Mindia is

mythical, constantly used and regular intercultural archetype oriented on future.

Key words: contextualization, individualism, theme, archetype, folklore.



