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Abstract

25 years ago, Ukraine held the world’s third largest nuclear arsenal, which was inherited to it
after the collapse of soviet union. During two years of intensive negotiations between the
United States, the Russian Federation and the highest political echelons of Ukraine, it
abandoned its nuclear power, which they did on January 10, 1994.

This work relates to the political decision-making process on nuclear disarmament in Ukraine,
which has been going on for a long time and is gaining momentum in 2014, when the Russian
Federation violated its obligations to Ukraine, which meant that Russia would never attack

Ukraine and annexed the Crimea peninsula to the east of Ukraine.

The Paper reviews the statements and actions of various political actors involved in the
political decision-making process, as well as international treaties that Ukraine joined to
becomea non-nuclear country. These agreements are: NPT (Treaty on the Non-Proliferation

of Nuclear Weapons), START (Treaty on the Reduction of Strategic Offensive Arms).

An analysis of the decision-making process on nuclear disarmament in Ukraine showed that
at that time there were many political figures in Ukraine whose opinions differed from each
other. And not only political figures, but also the military representatives of Ukraine, among
whom there was no common idea about what to do with nuclear weapons. The main actors
represented the United States of America and the Russian Federation, which unequivocally

put pressure on the state of Ukraine.

The papers analysis reviews political decision making proces, especially when this decision
concerns weapons of mass destruction, as well as targets defined by the actors and Ukraine
itself. Although, Ukrainian decision , when it agreed with the requirement of the United

States, EU and the Russian Federation for nuclear disarmament is still a big issue.

Key words: NPT (Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons), START (Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty)



