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Abstract

The war on drugs is one of the most common approaches to the drug problem in the world.
It implies punishment instead of care. Due to that drug users become a hidden population,
which results in high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, HCV and HBV (Tamar ar damaviwydes —
abreviaturebis siaa dasawkisSi sachiro), , high numbers of drug related death, low level of
treatment demand,isolation and marginalization. The War on Drugs paradigm is in place
nowadays in Georgia: drug use is criminalized, punishment is a common response to drug use
problem from the side of State. At the same time, the system of drug demand reduction is
underdeveloped. There are no institutional mechanisms for drug prevention. The most
common forms of prevention in the country is so called anti-drug campaigns, led by Ministry
of Internal Affairs, with the participation of different stakeholders. At the same time,
According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, prevention campaigns are not
effective for prevention of illegal drugs (UNODC, 2015).

The aim of my study was to explore patterns of large scale anti-drug campaigns
implemented during the past two decades in Georgia and analyse their relationship with the
War On Drugs approach. For this purpose, a qualitative methodology was implied, namely:
= Two case studies of the two major scale anti-drug campaigns held in Georgia from the
beginning of 2000s were analysed;

- Literature review on the War On Drugs approach in the United States of America was
done, with the special focus on the corresponding anti-drug campaigns;

- A comparative analyses of the Georgian and American campains has been implemented;

- A focus group discussion with participation of the 6 leading Georgian epxerts in drug
prevention experts has been conducted.

The results of the study revealed, that large-scale preventive campaigns carried out in
Georgia over the last 15 years have major similarities with the anti drug campaigns
conducted in the past Centurey in America and are based on the War On Drugs approach.

They are not based on evidence and do not take into consideration prevention standrds.



Simiarly to the American campaigns, so called anti-drug campaigns in Georgia are
instruments of the War on Drugs and lead to human rights violations.

The results of the study will contribute to revision of the existed preventive practices in the
country and motivate decision-makers to introduce evidence based prevention in the school

setting.

Key Words: War On Drugs, Results of War On Drugs, Preventive campaigns, Drug Policy,
Drug Legislation in Georgia, Anti-drug Campaigns in Georgia, Drug-Testing, ,Everything
except Subutex”, “Antisubutex”, Nancy Reagan anti-drug campaign, Nixon and War On

Drug.

Vi



3500 MdS

95Mdsll 3o, 9ol bgeddm3s69wl JodsBmb xsbs x935b0d30el  33¢g30L
30mi3gbdo  ofigo  IbTsMmdOlm30L,  FboMmoFgMobmzgol s Bm3gdvo
93039605:30930LbmM300.

35 Mdl 37IHO, 5E0J300L 33¢093900L 39OBESTMZMYIMWL O3S JMMYeosls, fobs
bgwobMBwgdol  BoMAwgddo  Bo@BoMgdmmo 36939630 3583560900L  dglobgd
063m®3s300L dmdogdol bsfowrdo obdsmgdolbmgob.

oMb 30, 350Wwmdsl 3mbo LEBIOHML  gdudgMHBHIOL, Groms JodMmbobgl MM o
BogMbgb BM3IML x3Mx8do. om0 BoOME@mdOL  250M9dg, 33935 396 0469dMms
LEOMYMGBoo, 30650056 Abaoglo 33¢0g30L Bo@o®mqdobsl, 3600369mgzs60s LggMHmL
996390 9d0L IMLBEOYOIOOL 4o3bMds.

vii



