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Abstract

The present study aims to determine whether there is a connection between the characteristics of
the teachers 'emotional competencies and creative thinking. Are the teachers' emotional intelligence
and creative thinking, predictors of teachers’ career achievement (status) and is the difference
between subject teachers according to the indicators of emotional intelligenc eand creative thinking
? The survey consisted of 60 senior (N = 34) and leading (N = 26) status teachers. Participants were
divided into two groups: teachers of the exact and natural and humanitarian subjects, their work

experience united in the following categories: 1-10; 11-20; 21-30 and 31-40. The following tools



were used: The Alternative Uses Test (Guildford, 1950) for creative potential, Trait Emotional

Intelligence Questionnaire (TEIQue) (Petrides, 2009) , Inventory of creative activities and

achievements - ICAA (Benedek, Jauk, 2013).

Correlation analysis has shown that there is a link between the teachers’ emotional
intelligence and the creative thinking. Statistical differences betweenthe means of two groups
showed that there is no statistically reliable difference between subject teachers according to
emotional intelligence, creative achievements, activities and potential (the originality, frequency of
answers) . One-sided dispersion analysis showed that the creative achievement’s score is higher in
11-20 years of experience group than 1 to 10 years of experience group . Linear regressive analysis
has demonstrated that in case of leading teachers, the “creative achievements” is the predictor for
obtaining credit scores, while in case of senior teachers, the predictor variable is teacher’s emotional
intelligence. Logistic regression analysis has shown that the predictor value of the global score of
emotional intelligence, creativity, creative potential indicators (originality, frequency of responses) is
not trustworthy to achieve career success (teacher status) . Only “creative achievements” has

(negative) predictor value.
The research is important to inform the professionals, working in the education system.

KEYWORDS: Emotional intelligence, creative thinking, career achievement, creative potential,

creative achievements, creative activities, teacher status, leading, senior.
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