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Abstract
The main task for this thesis is studying the impact of internal conflict on international
conflict, cases: Russian-Georgian war in August 2008 and the Crimean war. The aim of the
research is to study why these cases are recognized as international conflicts. The main goal
of the research is what escalates in protracted conflicts to the aggressive military

confrontation.

Methodologically the study is qualitative and is based on extensive use of case study
approach. In order to increase the validity of the research and possibility to generalise the
research findings various methods of qualitative methodology like interview, survey or
historic memory interpretation will be utilised. Due to the importance of the fact that the
thesis is quite vast, I will be a pluralist in the matter of research strategy. The thesis will be a
type of desk research. I will apply content analysis in comparative Case Study Analysis of
Russian-Georgian war in August 2008 and Crimean war along with interviews to understand
how these conflicts are defined by experts, what are their attitudes, interests and opinions

about ongoing contentious situation.

According result of the survey Russian-Georgian war in August 2008 and the Crimean war,
both cases were Russia's answer to the pro-Western course chosen by Georgia and Ukraine.
In addition, using military interventions in two countries that have pro-wester policy, Russia
has shown to the West that Russia is not going to loose his influence in the region. Due to
the Russian doctrine, it is important for him to control the territories that will help him to

balance the West.

Key Words: Internal conflict/crisis, International conflict/crisis, 2008 August war, Crimea,

Russia



