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Abstract

The study of small states has been unpopular for a long time among the specialists
of international relations. However, this trend is being faded away very rapidly. The main
contributive factor of this process is the increased role of small states that they have in
modern international system. This thesis thoroughly studies the case of one of such state —
Qatar. The research pays particular attention to the development of this state since 1990s
till now. All the major political events of the recent history of Qatar are analyzed in this
thesis. Besides, all factors are identified giving new status to the small state of Persian Gulf
and making influence over the major powers of the world. Qatar have managed and
eventually became the necessary force for the main international actors by its financial
resources and active diplomacy which was implemented behind the scene among the
confronted forces.

Qatar shows to the major players of international system that collaboration with it
can be beneficial for them. Its courage foreign policy steps are responded with patience by
the big states. It can be explained by the status of this state. In particular, Qatar is small
state and therefore, it cannot pose significant threat to the big states.

This research is qualitative and based on the case-study method. The approach of

process tracing and the analyses of secondary sources are also used as the research methods.
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