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Davit Garejeli Lavra pre-rehabilitation archeological research in 2017

(Abstract)

St. David Garejeli Lavra is the constituent monastery of one of the distinguished
Christian religious hearths- David Gareji Mravalmta complex, and it has always been
the center of this monastery district. St. David Garejeli, one of the Thirteen Assyrian
Fathers, who came to Georgia on a religious mission, founded the monastery in VI

century AD.

Even though numerous explorations have been conducted until today by the
historians and art experts - scientists, the chronological stratigraphy of architectural
components of the ensemble have not been relevantly specified yet. For this reason, the
archeological works on this monument in 2017, in which I took part, turned out most

topical and providing important information.

One of the main novelties of the research was confirmation of the fact that the
limestone wall, supporting the Lavra yard terrace was built into the unknown until then
spaces, hewn into the canyon slopes, in particular, to the cells and facilities for other

purposes (Possibly, to the cave church).

It is also most important, that we discovered in the special hiding place the very
interesting collection of the household things: the collection of the copper things,
designated for the refectory and hidden by the monastery members. There are 22 items
in total in the collection: pots, bowls, trays, lamps, etc. The items were dated by XVI-
XVII centuries. This fact has made reliable the historical evidence, according to which
the Iranian ruler Shah-Abbas I organized the military campaign against Georgia, during
which the Iranian army devastated Gareji monasteries ruthlessly and killed a great

number of monks and priests on the Easter day.
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