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Abstract
This thesis aims to discuss the position of an African writer and essayist, Chinua Achebe, regarding
racism in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, critically evaluate given arguments and attempt to

dispute them, ultimately trying to prove that Conrad is not, in fact, racist.

To offer context regarding the issue of racism, the first chapter touches upon the phenomenon of
racism, its definition and historical origins. The acute rise of racism during the colonial era, during
which Heart of Darkness takes place, is also discussed. Additionally, the thesis touches upon the
subject of literary depiction of racism in said period and offers some examples. This aims to create

a solid foundation for the discussion to follow.

The second chapter is dedicated to analyzing the arguments offered by Chinua Achebe his essay
and bringing up certain passages from Heart of Darkness to dispute them. This chapter is split in
two parts: the first deals directly with the accusations of racism and quotes the passages from the
text that prove otherwise, while the second, to add credibility to the claim, discusses the passages

that underline Conrad’s anti-colonial thinking and position.

Other than the two main works used in this thesis, meaning Achebe’s essay and Conrad’s Heart
of Darkness, there are multiple quotations from the publications and essays of various authors,

used to strengthen the position and outline similar ways of thinking exhibited elsewhere.

To summarize, I think, that I was able to constructively dispute Achebe’s claims and defend my

pro-Conrad position. Ultimately, the thesis argues that Conrad is not racist.



