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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the decisions of member states of NATO in the wake of
Ukraine crisis in 2014, in traces of Wales Summit and Warsaw Summit. This meant the
additional mobilization of land, air and maritime forces on the eastern flank of the alliance of
NATO. The paper explores the factors that caused an exceptional perception of threat
coming from Russia in Poland and Baltic states.

Geographic proximity and historical context, the lack of military resources, a high
number of Russian speaking population and energetic dependence on Russia are the factors
that caused the exceptional perception of threat from Russia in these countries. That is why
they demanded from alliance to increase the representation of forces on their territories. In
addition to these factors are the other factors, which are military exercises from the Russian
side, increasing cyber-activities and new ways of information warfare. Handling these factors
is also hard for the USA and leading countries of Western Europe.

The main finding of this paper is that the alliance has not yet elaborated politics to counter
new hybrid threats because the alliance has not perceived it as the counterweight to
conventional military threat. The thesis relies on qualitative research methods: critical
discourse analysis, case study method, and process tracing method. As for the theoretical

framework the assumptions of neorealist author Stephen Walt have been used.
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