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Abstract

Ethnic conflicts are an important challenge in international relations. The ways to
solve them are vague and require active observation. Separatism, which began in Catalonia in
2013, led to the ethnic conflict in Spain, the EU member state. However, the demand for
secession has not been resolved fully and there is a great likelihood that the revival of the

ethnic conflict.

The comparative analysis of the events in Estonia and Spain is given to determine the
factors initiactin mobilization of the ethnic group with subsequent separatism movement.
The main objective of the research is the ethnic identity and its impact on ethnic conflicts.
The research is based on the following theories, such as: primordialism and social
constructivism, which in comparison to democratic states, can draw conclusions and
determine the role of democracy and strong political institutions in subsioling the ethnic

conflict.

The paper deals with ethnic and national identity, which includes the following
factors: historical past, language, religion culture and geographical. These variables are used
to make easy collective mobilization and prepare group for collective action, which makes it
easy for the society to start and prepare for ethnic conflict. The thesis concludes that
instigation of the ethnic conflicts is even in the democratic state. It is necessary to determine
what factors cause ethnic confrontation. The work underlines that the ethnic values are
socially constructed and change over time, therefore the goal of the research is to define the
characteristics that democratic institutions have, to satisfy the preferences of the ethnic

group to guarantee political stability in the state.

Keywords: ethnic conflicts, ethnic identity, national identity.
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