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Abstract

In the present work there is a cucial principle of the Orthodox Church administration
order which is thoroughly examined. This principle is kown as a collegiality or sinodality
principle in the orthodox canon law. Here are passages from the New Testament books
where the answers could be found towards the church governing rule of sinodality. Beside
that, the analysis of the given topic is presented on the example of holy church councils
convened during the first millennium, which has been influencing over the church

administration rule until now.

In the third chapter, the regulation decrees, which govern the modern orthodox
churches, are also analyzed on the basis of synodical principles. Here is pointed out
similarities and differences among the various church decrees in order to illustrate how the
collegiality principle is working in the different circumstances and the traditions in the
Church history. Finally, the principle of sinodality is explored in relation to Crete 2016
“Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church.”

In this work the principle of collegiality is sharply highlighted as a solely and truly
principle of Church government in the Orthodox tradition. However, along with that, here
is also emphasis the threat of the modern tendency in the world orthodoxy, which weakens
the synodality principles on the example of Crete 2016 “Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Church.”

To sum up, the canonical, historical and ecclesiological analysis of the given servey
has been taken in order to illustrate that synodality is a solely right form of the Church
governaning rule approved by the Orthodox tradition, which has been kept unchangeable by
the world orthodox church families hitherto. Through this principle the Church not only
overcomes the problems she is facing in the history, but also, this is a way of the

development and enforcement in her future.

Key words: synodality, council, church, orthodoxy, canon law.



