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Annotation

Armenian classical literature is rich not only with authentic text, but also with
forgeries of various kind. Usually, the latter relate legendary stories which had not really
happened. One of them is the so-called Letter of Concord ("hwipwilig fFnine). This text came
down to us in numerous manuscripts and several editions. The manuscripts containing it are

preserved at the depositories of various countries countries.

In our research we present a comparative study of text of 7he letter of Concord as
preserved in two manuscripts kept at the Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of
Manuscripts) (Ms Arm 130, dated to 14" c. and Ms Arm 48, dated to 1618), aiming at
astablishing their plausible redactional essence by juxtaposing them to the text(s) from the
diplomatic edition (Pogossian 2010). Most of the researchers dealing with this narrative
think that its emergence should be connected to the establishment of the Armenian
Kingdom of Cilicia (11* c.) and to the attempts of Catholic church to achieve the
ecclesiastical unity with the Armenians in the course of the 12*-13® centuries. Under these
conditions, Armenians were forced to defend their national identity via stressing the high
position of their royal house and clergy within the Christian milieu. That was the goal that

this text, created in analogy to the Donatio Constantini, had to achieve.

The text of the letter of Concord from two different manuscripts preserved here is
difers from each other. We labeled them as the long (Ms Arm 130) and short (Ms Arm 48)
redactions. None of them coincides completely with any text presented in two families of the

manuscripts classified by Pogossian.

In our opinion, the long redaction (Ms Arm 130) contains orthographic-paleographic
characteristic pertaining to both groups. We think that the shortened-modified text of the
short redaction (Ms Arm 48) was composed after the Armenia Kingdom of Cilicia ceased
existing. Together with abolishment of the independent Armenian state the need for

legitimization was limited and henceforth referred only to the Armenian Church.



