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Abstract

27 years passed since beginning of the Georgian-Abkhazian armed conflict, however,
multiple losses caused by it still have a negative impact on the mental health and life quality of
the conflict-affected people. That is why it is relevant to study mental health problems of the
conflict-affected individuals and families. According to the Jemal Gamakharia’s book ,,Georgia
/Abzhazia, History, Politic, Culture” also to different News sources and testimonies of
witnesses, in total, 5025 people were killed during the Georgian Abkhaz conflict, Out of them -
1301 women and 3724 men; more than 2000 is still missing.

The Georgian society is relatively informed about men who were killed during the
conflict, while information about killed women is taboo. Not only society, even their family
members don’t speak about this. The issue has not yet been studied.

The two Georgian journalists Tiko Tsomaia and Ia Shalamberidze, within the frame of
the project "Femicide - Monitoring of Violence Against Women", collected stories of women
who were killed during the conflict, and uploaded these stories to the specially created website.

After being acquainted with the web site of the "Femicide - Monitoring of Violence
Against Women" project, I became interested in the implementation of this study, which
explores resilience strategies of the family members of women who were killed during the
Georgian-Abkhaz armed conflict. For this purpose, a round of in-depth interviews were
conducted with the family members (second generation representatives) of the killed women, 5
persons in total — 4 daughters and one son of the killed women.

The study findings will contribute to the better understanding of mental health and

psychosocial needs of family members of the killed women, which will contribute to the

planning of mental health services for this hidden population in need.
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