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Abstract

The civic integration of the ethnic minorities, including in political and electoral processes,
poses a significant challenge to many countries. The present paper studies the political and
electoral behaviour of ethnic Azerbaijanis living in Georgia and aims to define the level of their
participation in the socio-political processes in the country, as well as to highlight the factors
behind the political and electoral behaviour, to establish qualifiers that influence their choice
and to define which factors prevent this ethnic group from full-fledged participation in the
electoral or political processes. In this context, the situation in the Kvemo Kartli region falls in
the main focus of our study and analysis, which is densely populated with the ethnic Azerbaijani
constituencies. The methodology of the study includes both - quantitative and qualitative
components, which were used to analyse the subject of this study. The study shows that the low
political participation and high electoral behavior of ethnic Azerbaijanis is influenced by
different formal or non-formal institutions, as well as by rational action and choice. To a greater
extent, this is a result of the problems of civic integration which have for many years
contributed to this situation and which ultimately make ethnic Azerbaijani constituencies even
more vulnerable to political and electoral manipulations. The findings also show that even the
formal institutions often apply non-formal means to communicate with and mobilize the
electorate, including the social (family, community, etc) networks. A policy paper will be
developed on the basis of the findings, which will include recommendations for the election
administration of Georgia, the Parliament and the political parties on how to increase the
participation of ethnic Azerbaijanis in the political and electoral processes and to improve their
electoral behaviour. Given the urgency of this issue and the significant similarity with the
problems of other ethnic minorities living in Georgia, the findings of the study and the
recommendations could be also relevant to other large ethnic groups (e.g. Armenians). Besides,
the study creates a good ground for further in-depth analysis of specific challenges related to
political and electoral participation of ethnic minorities.
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