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Abstract

Every person should be entitled to seek, receive and share information and opinions with others at
its sole discretion. The latter includes right to obtain information and express opinions freely online
as well. However, freedom of expression can sometimes go beyond expression and contradict the

right to private life.

The controversy between two rights has become particularly visibile in the internet epoch. The
online space connected millions of people despite the borders and subsequently their acess to
information expanded across the borders. Along with these positive effects, internet users are
obliged to respect the reputation and rights of others, including personal rights.

According to international and local legal standarts, the states have unanimously acknowledged, that
the statements encouraging discrimination, hatred or violence should be restricted. However, what
happens if the statements are defamatory in nature and are directed to damage the reputation and
dignity of the individual?! It would be logical to claim that the defamation should be compensated,
however the question arises what are the types of damages the victim can claim and how does the

fight for dignity look in practice?

The introductory part of the thesis, discusses how to draw a line between freedom of expression and
personal right, as pursuant to Georgian and International law standards.

After that, the main part of the thesis deliberates on what is considered defamation in general and
what the criteria should the sucsessful lawsuit satisfy. The uniform practice of Supreme Court of
Georgia is cited and the factors that are being examined during the admissibility of the case is

emphasized.

The thesis presents multiple approaches towards the information districutor whether it is private
person or media. The legal attitutes towards several addresses, in particular private or public

persons, is also presented separately.

Following the admissibility stage, in case the claim is satisfied, thesis presents multiple factors that
are considered by the courts while granting compensation for damages or denial of defamatory

information.

As for the defamatory statements in internet, thesis tries to present multiple approaches adopted

by European or the US practice. The latter has certain deficiencies in Georgian legal system.
vi



As a conclusion, shortcomings of Georgian Judicial practice are analyzed and author’s vision for

addressing the identified problems is presented.
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