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Tamaz Gahisonia (Georgia}
The Author in Georgian Ethnie Music
Gieorgian ethnic music. as a mulii-fevel notion in the

forms of music, that includes folk components has never

been in the focus of Georgian musicology. Georgian

10:0)

T¥
musicians who are charmed with ethnic intonations have
to adapt to the strict paradigm of traditional stylistic
reculation. The cult of polyphonic folk tradition sets some
filters which along with the axiological conclusions,
considers measurement of folk tune only with the
traditional authentic model.

To me. Georgian ethnic music can be defined as
music containing a dominant component of Ethnic
Georgian Music. 1t is music gestated in the non academic
cthnic  womb. using predominantly awhor’s and
performance tools inherent in the existing culture. In this
collective conceptéareal. we mean Georglan folk music.
Georgian chant and not the segment of non-academic
music. in which the ethnic element is a leading factor.

While folk heritage was often fetishized, new
Initiatives were nol eacouraged by the formal structures of
folklore and this inmtiated some type of “free regulations™
in the space of ~outside the folklore™. At the same time.
today cven such a stable phenomenon as Gicorgian
traditional music creates somehow amorphous picture
which is triggered by choir performances, regulations of
oral transmission and genre and style transformations.
Interrelations existing in Georgian Ethnic Music between
author and interpreter. initiative and stability. national and

forcign create diverse system of ercative mechanisms.
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It is true that notion of the author. performer, soloist,
feader, manager. accompaniment. arrangement  and
instrument sctting in Georgian ethno music create diverse
facets in the levels of “authentic™ and ~academic” tolklore.
church songs or author’s songs. ethno pop. cthno jazz or
ethno rock. modernized folklore or post lolklore. The
concept of the author is quite large in size with small
content. In this report we will try to establish those trends
which will help us see the author of Georgian ethnic music
as a concept.

Non-academic music of ethnic dimension, which is
based on folk or pseudo-folk motifs and accessories. is
partially characterized by oral transmission and carns
popularity among the audience. This is perceived as
“folk™ music. Tt develops in parallel with the traditional
folk music. We term this phenomenon the “parafolk”
music.

In the diverse world of non-academic music we think
that it is imeresting to discuss ~folk professionalism™,
group co-authorship. “pre music™ regulations. experience

acquisition, unintentional  or  deliberate  plagiarism.

crossing stylistic framework. fusion, and motvations of

verbal, plastic and visual accents. This aspects shape ina
certain way the semantic field of the concept “author™.
From this perspeetive we should also consider sell” and

mulual definitions of authors and priovitics of appraising.
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