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THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM OF THE PERIOD OF
GEORGIAN INDEPENDENCE (1918-1921)
Summary

May 26, 1918 is the most important date in the history of Georgia. In the short period
of Independence of Georgia in 1918-1921, founding Thilisi State University was one of
the greatest events. It was the first National University in Georgia and the whole Cauca-
sus. On February 27, 1918, a Medical Faculty was founded at the Georgian University. It
became the center where many well-known Georgian medical scientists were educated.

In November 1918 Medico-Sanitarian Department at the Ministry of Internal Affairs
was established, the head of which was appointed Simon Japaridze.

Georgia was divided into districts, regions and cities. Correspondingly were assigned
district, regional and city doctors. Approach to each region was different. Special atten-
tion was paid to Svaneti and Akhalkalaki. The network of the medical institutions was
divided into 3 sectors:

e Network of state medical institutions;

° Municipal medical institutions;

° Private medical institutions;

Special attention was paid to pharmacies. There were two types of pharmacies: city
(municipal) and private.

In February of 1920 the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr. Chichinadze submitted a
draft decree of establishment of the Department of Health on the basis of the Medi-
co-sanitarian Department. The draft was approved in July 13. Mr. Spiridon Virsaladze
was designated the Head of Department.

The Department of Health was responsible for:

° Supervision over the activities of all medico-sanitary institutions of the Republic;

° Issues of quarantine;

e  TB, malaria, cholera, plague, STDs, typhus and other diseases;

° Expertise issues;

e  Conducting medico-sanitarian statistics;

° Sanitary management of recreational zones of state importance;

° Issues of pharmacy and pharmaceuticals;

° Monitoring of the correct accomplishment of medical-sanitary law, elaboration
of medical-scientific questions.

According to the data of 1919 there were 45 hospitals for 1200 beds in Georgia, 17
medical stations in Thilisi and 13 in Kutaisi. New medical institutions were established
in Poti, Akhalkalaki, and Svaneti region. Medical-supervisory stations are considered
as units of health care system and were a kind of mixture of sanitary-epidemiological
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stations and ambulatory services.

The first medical journal ,The Doctor” was published in 1919. In January 1918, a
new monthly journal ,Doctor’s assistant” was issued. In 1919 was published monthly
journal ,working pharmacist“. In 1920 biweekly journal ,Tuberculosis and Preventive
Medicine“ was published.

Thus, in 1918-1921, during the short period, significant reforms were implemented
in the Georgian healthcare system. The Government of the Republic of Georgia started
to organize and manage health care at the state level for the first time in the coun-
try’s history, implement financial and moral support of the projects related to medical
reform and prepare national medical staff. The reforms implemented in the field of
health care have contributed to the development of civil and democratic society in the
country.
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