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Abstract

This study deals with the evolution of the views on compatibility of Christians’
participation in war with Christian ethics (Christian war theology) in the I-IV centuries.
This paper analyzes the answers of Jesus (according to the Four Canonical Gospels) and
non-Evangelical body of the New Testament about the ethical rightfulness of Christians’
participation in war. This study also takes closer look at the II-IV centuries Christian
churchmen’s approaches to the question mentioned above. The last part of the study
examines the circumstances, which influenced the development of Christian War Theology
in the I-IV centuries.

According to the study of the Gospels, it is obvious that Christians’ participation in
war is incompatible with the teachings of Jesus Christ, in spite of the fact that Jesus himself
does not mention anything about this particular issue. The same point can be inferred from
analyzing of the other books of New Testament, which inform us about the suggestions of
the Disciples of Christ on good practice, which Christians should follow, and the obedience
of persecuted Christians and their joy due to this persecution. The desire of revenge can be
observed only in the “Revelation to John” but it does not call Christians to engage in any
kind of war.

Christian apologists in the II-III centuries had been asserting that Christians’
participation in war is totally prohibited because it is against the doctrine of Christ.

Assertions of fourth century Christian church-men make it obvious that, in one case,
military activities of Christian emperor are glorified as endorsed and assisted by God and, in
another case, murder during a war is considered as morally problematic subject for
Christians but no word is said about Christians’ duty to restrain from waging war.

The analysis presented in the last chapter of the study shows that the main reason of
the changes happened to Christian War Theology in the fourth century was transformation

of the political status of the Church and it’s unification with the state.
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