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Abstract

The work is an attempt to link the modern understanding of discourse with the theory of
speech acts. The study was carried out within the frame of one type of discourse -political
discourse. The linguistic material was obtained from the Georgian and American politicians’
institutional texts. The research is dedicated to the investigation of functional-semantic
characteristics of the concrete type of speech acts — directives. The directives are presented as
the opposition of direct and indirect directives. The research revealed “positive” and “negative”
contents in the both type of directives. The surface structure of the reviewed types can be

classified as prescriptions, suggestions and requests.



