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Abstract

The social integration of ethnic minorities is an important issue for any state. The study deals
with the process of civic integration of the Armenian minority of Georgia and the problems
and barriers related to the process. Another subject of this paper is to identify the main
actors affecting Armenians in Georgia and how these factors affect Georgia's internal and
foreign policy. Since the majority of the ethnic Armenian minority is compactly settled in
Samtskhe-Javakheti region, the main focus of the research is directed towards this region.
The study is discussed in the context of soft power and social identity theory. There are used
the following methods of qualitative methodology: primary and secondary source analysis,
case study, process tracing, semi-structured interview. As a rule, research on this issue
focuses more on Javakheti region (Akhalkalaki, Ninotsminda), while there is no information
about Samtskhe region (Akhaltsikhe). Therefore, the current study also reflects the situation
in Akhaltsikhe as it differs from the Akhalkalaki region (concentration of population,
integration level). The results of the study showed Georgian policy toward minority and
effectiveness of reforms, also was indicated and analyzed the role of Armenia and Armenian

diaspora related to the ethnic Armenian minority in Georgia.

Keywords: Ethnic minority, Soft Power, Social identity theory, Diaspora, Armenians,

Integration, Samtskhe-Javakheti region, Effectiveness of reforms



