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Abstract
The presented research studies the European Union (EU) support to non-member countries’
institutional development through the external governance control mechanisms. In order to
demonstrate plainly the effectiveness and importance of the domestic structural model,
which stands out as a leading mechanism of the external governance, the EU’s strategy is
compared with the organization’s policy of the implementing institutional changes in the
Balkan states (membership candidate countries). The research design is deductive. The
rationalistic and constructivist theoretical approaches in terms of EU enlargement are
overwiewed. For theoretical framework is chosen Génzle's (2010) theory of the external
governance policy of the EU enlargement. The work tests the following hypothesis: in non-
member countries institutional changes made in accoerdance with the institutional policy of
the external governance of the EU proceeds unequally in the different policy making
domestic structures by utilizing the certain qualitative research methods such as - case study,
process-tracing, discourse analysis, desk research and interview. The research inverstigates
in detail the institutional development/transformation of the concrete institutions (domestic
structures) in Georgia. The results are compared with the processes occurring in the Balkan
countries. The comparison demonstrates that the EU’s enlargement policy prospects are
determined by the EU’s attitudes towards individual aspirant countries (difference in

enlargement strategies - examples: Romania, Macedonia, Georgia).

Key words: EU enlargement policy, membership candidate countries, non-member country,
EU external governance
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