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Q5 5. 500L (2015) dobgz0m 560U 9.§. 539003900, g 93GMMJO0 MZ0b, MM ,,539MFGH030 M0l
Bdbol I9BOMME0 LOEWYSE0s, MMIJELLSE SRO0WO 3Jmbs Ho®livedo, doerosh sberml ogm
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9O MdOL 33093900 9B 969030 SM(300v) OO OLEMEOS 533U, L30MbL bye ModEgbody
d93bogMo dggbe (Brito, 1990; Wilcox & Wilcox, 1995; Shaffer, 2004). do®omswo dogbgdgdo 50
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OModals.htm)
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J9bEHMOdog (Wilcox & Wilcox 1995)
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990aMgdoom (Shaffer 2004:177). 8c@oemds HBIoMo© gobolisbmzmgds Hrmym®s
Lo F0MHMgdoLs O FgLodErgdmdgdoL 30639330 Mdgobo. gl 3sdmbo@gds
396339990 9Jgdgd0Ms s ITHTsMg BIBYO0 96 30 ML FM5ToEH0 3O
353930M00m BIBoL gm®dsdo (Shaffer (2004:177)

> 9M5853035000Bs300l 3OHmEgLo FgbEwe 969030 m3gMHoMgdlL LsdgEyzgwrem gbgdol
dbgogbago (Wilcox 2016)
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Ol 05950dL.
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2909M(3930s 35639mM90000 79LEgdom (Wilcox 2004).

> 00 3603369c0mds 593 19LEHOL FgleIEgdol JsbgMmol, MmAMEE 0bEMbsz0sL
Lod9BHyzgerm 969880 ((Pfau & Steinbach 2006:72).L{iMex0, GosGo® s 0b6Egblom®mo
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Makharoblidze Tamar
Concerning Some Issues of Modality in Georgian
(Abstact)

Modality is one of the most fascinating and most complex fields of the language studies. In
linguistics the term “modality” has been used for different types of reality. In general, there are
three traditionally accepted meanings for this term, depending on whether one is referring to
logical, discursive or grammatical facts. Recently it has acquired a new meaning, related to the
channel employed in forming messages. Even if we consider only grammatical content of this
term, modality is an extremely complex category resisting a general common definition capturing
all the factors involved. (Herrero-Blanco & Salazar-Garcia. Acc. 2016 15.10.)

Modality can be classified into deontic and epistemic modality (Palmer 1979; Hoye 1997): (a)
Epistemic modality is concerned with matters of knowledge or belief on which basis speakers
express their judgments about states of affairs, events or actions (Hoye 1997:42). (b) Deontic
modality is concerned with the possibility or necessity of acts in terms of which the speaker gives
permission or lays an obligation for the performance of actions at some point in the future (Hoye
1997:43). In Georgian (and not only) sometimes the difference between the epistemic and deontic
modality is not very clear and the same modal verb or particle (unda for example, which is the
most frequent element for modality and now is becoming a particle) can display epistemic and
deontic contents. Unfortunately in Georgian linguistic literature there is a lack of researches
concerning the modality.

In modern spoken Georgian modality content often occurs with the following verbal forms:
minda ‘I want’/unda ‘should’, Seizleba /Sesazloa ‘it is possible’, vpikrob ‘I think’/sapikrelia ‘one
could /may think’, ve ¢’vob ‘I doubt’ /sae ¢’voa ‘It is doubtful’, vwvaraudob ‘I soppose’
/savaraudoa ‘It could be’/ “‘sopposed’, vgrznob ‘I feel’ / igrznoba ‘One can feel’, ¢’xadia ‘it is
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clear’ natelia ‘it is clear’. Besides the abovementioned verbs spoken Georgian uses the particles:
lamis “almost’, titkmis “almost’, k’inayam ‘almost’, ikneb ‘maybe’, egeb/egebis ‘let it be’/“if’,
net’av/netavi “(1) wish’ — to display the approximation, willing or expectation. The combination
of the modal (non-verbal) element with approximation semantics and the finite verb looks as
follows: A. The particle of approximation + aorist = past tense with non-realized action (lamis
movida — He almost came, but the fact is that he has not come and we have the negative result.)
B. The particle of approximation + optative = present tense with almost performed action (lamis
movides — he is about to come and we are not sure how the process ends.)

The difference between perfective and imperfective forms of the following modal constructions is
principal, compare: A. net’av xat’avdes ‘I wish him/her painting’ and B. net’av daxat’avdes ‘I
wish him to paint’. The first modal construction (A) means the wish him/her to be able to paint,
or being in the process of painting; while the second one (B) means that the wish is to have a
result — painted (something) by him/her. Imperfective modality is process oriented action in
difference from result-oriented perfect forms. Deductively, this difference seems to be universal.

In spoken Georgian the preverbs have the crucial role for the category of aspect. Interestingly,
Georgian verbs may have perfect or imperfect /durative forms almost for the all rows of
conjugation — including even aorist, perfect and pluperfect (Compare the forms: vc’ere and
dav’cere, mi’ceria and damic’eria, mec’era and damec’era).

Modality can be displayed by the certain constructions — the combinations of the modal verbs
and/or particles displaying epistemic and/or deontic content and the proper forms of finite verbs.

Georgian Sign Language (GESL) also can display the modality semantics with the combination
of manual and facial signs. Crucially, imperfective modal constructions are displayed by the
repeated signs. Modals in GESL can occur in the pre-verbal, clause-final, or clause-initial
positions like the many other sing languages.

Keywords: modality, imperfective modality, Georgian, Georgian Sign Language, GESL
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