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Space in Georgian

In languages spatial content can be displayed by lexical or grammatical means, or by the
combinations of these two means.

In spoken Georgian, the following lexical means index spatial content:
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a. Geographical names

b. Personal pronouns

c. Motion verbs (the verbs with vectors)
d. Adverbs of place

e. Postpositions and prepositions.

Grammatical means for space in spoken Georgian are shown by: a. Cases, b. (Cases with)
postpositions and c. Preverbs, and d. Verbal prefix vowels (a-, i-, e- u-).

The sapce in spoken Georgian (and not only) is subjective (speaker sensitive) and it is described
from the speaker’s point of view. This is a common semantical and lingvocultural phemomenon,
but interestingly spoken Georgian finds the concrete morphological means do display this
semantical content in its grammar.

The Georgian sign language (GESL) shows the two types of spatial relations: kinetic vector,
which can be considered universal for all sign langugaes (SLs) and pure linguistic spatial
vectors, which are specific in different SLs. GESL shows an exception to to the common rule of
SLs having the noun cases and additionally showing the spatial content of the indirect object.

Keywords: Georgian, Georgian Sign Language (GESL), space, spatial system



