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ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM AND ST. AUGUSTINE -
TWO WAYS OF UPBRINGING REAL CHRISTIAN
Sopio Lobzhanidze
The Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani State Pedagogical University

St. John Chrysostom and St. Augustine were the followers and defenders of two
different Christian pedagogical traditions.

One of the traditions, perfected by St. John Chrysostom, is based on Tertullian’s slogan:
“Jerusalem, not Athens”. The second tradition is associated with Clement of Alexandria. His
slogan was “Both Jerusalem and Athens”. St. Augustine formed this tradition into successive
and non- contradicting system.

St. John Chrysostom, who had received Greek philosophical education, in difference
from other prominent Cappadocian fathers, considered application of Greek (respectively
pagan) knowledge in Christian education undesirable, even harmful. In his opinion, only “the
highest philosophy” — the Christian doctrine was useful for the soul of a pupil. According to
St, Chrysostom, Greek philosophy was harmful not only because he did not see a grain of
truth in it, but also because this philosophy held belief in universality of the Jogical thinking,
whereas logic of a man is absolutely useless for conception of Heavenly mysteries.

Well known is a strong influence of St. John Chrysostom on education traditions of the
Eastern Christendom in general, including the Georgian realm (Arsen Ikaltoeli).

St. Augustine considers useful implementation of the Greek philosophy in education of
a Christian by the same reason as stated by Clement of Alexandria: ... heavenly chrism of
truth from Logos. First it was disseminated among the selected nation, and later on it was
spread on Greek philosophy as well”.

Influence of St. Augustine on Christian pedagogical teaching, including Eastern
Christendom and Georgian realm (loane Petritsi —antique philosophy commented in
accordance with the Christian traditions), was of the same significance as St. Chrisostom’s
approach and spread simultaneously.

Fruitful co-existence of two different-pedagogical principles implemented by two great
fathers of Christianity corroborates to the fact that existence of several true and correct ways
with respect to certain dogma within the same denomination, is quite possible and tolerable.
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