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Tamar Makharoblidze

Case System in GESL
(Abstract)

The cases in Sign Languages are not usual, although there are some trials to analyze such systems.
Crucially, it is not expected to have the similar systems in spoken and sign languages. Sign
languages are visual-kinetic languages with wider possibilities to convey any type of spatial
relations. The proper case system was revealed in the Georgian Sing Language (GESL). GESL has
four cases for nouns: nominative, ergative, dative-genitive and vocative. The cases occur with the
certain signs - case markers, not sharing the all semantic and morphological properties of the same

cases in the spoken Georgian language.

Keywords: Georgian Sign Language, GESL, case, morphology, cases in SL
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