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Abstract

This study deals with the history of anti-Semitism with various stages of its
development throughout the years and its consequences. The thesis asks a question whether
the foundations of anti-Semitism could be identified in the early Christian texts. It takes
closer look at the main accusations against Jews and how they have evolved in the course of
history.

History of anti-Semitism starts right at the beginning of Christian history. These are
the two main accusations that are usually used against Jews are: (1) a murder of Christ and
(2) rejection of his Messianship. However, New Testament texts analysis along with the
consideration of historical context show that these allegations are absurd - the main
responsibility for the death of Christ rests both with the Romans and some representatives of
the Jewish religious authorities and not with the whole Jewish nation as such. Moreover,
Christ himself, his apostles, his disciples, and the early Christians were Jews, therefore
talking about rejection of his Messianship by Jews is irrelevant.

Analysis of the Gospels show that Luke and John have significantly contributed to the
formation and development of anti-Semitic narrative. If the Gospels of Mark and Matthew
specifically named those who opposed Christ and wanted to destroy him (Jewish religious
authorities), Luke and John used more general terms like “the crowd” (Luke) and “Jews”
(John). The examination of their texts show that in spite of these generalized words, they,
like other authors, refer to specific individuals, but in the reader's mind these terms leave the
feeling that the Jewish nation in general was a rival of Christ.

The above mentioned narratives were later used well by the early Christian
theologians and scholars for demonizing Jews, causing them many centuries of suffering and
persecution with regretably still continues. Even during the Holocaust, the Nazis relied on

ancient Christian beliefs in order to justify their attitude towards the Jews.
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