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Abstract

The work is based on archival research regarding anti-religious propaganda posters in newspapers
and journals of Soviet Socialist Georgia in 1921-1945. The research presented here is conducted
within the programme of Religious Studies in the faculty of Science and Arts of Ilia State
University, with the purpose of attaining Master's degree. The research examines scientific
atheism's methods of propaganda through anti-religious posters within which the opposition is
established between the modernization (advancing knowledge), industrialization and labour on

the one hand and religiousness, religious rituals and religious holidays on the other hand.

Pictures express and interact with hegemonic power. The author of pictures determines, what
messages they transfer, where and when they have been spread in the society. The main focus of
observation in the research has been visual and contextual content of the pictures; what the
posters aimed and whether this aim was perceived as such by different groups. The thesis also

looks at the methods employed by Soviet propaganda in order to promote scientific atheism.

The research is based on the theory of Thomas Mitchell's Pictorial Turn. Anti-Religious posters
are presented as living organisms themselves having the social and psychological power. Since
they are part of the everyday life of the society, expecting the viewer to listen, pay attention,
posters transmit the visual and contextual content put in them by artists, polygraphists, and

photographers and shape.

Keywords: Industrialization, Education, Labour, Religion, Agitprop, Poster, Thomas Mitchell,

Pictorial Turn.



