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Abstract

Widespread and multi-colored world of superheroes is one of the most important parts of
modern pop culture. Superheroes are supernatural creatures, whose sacred mission is to stand on
the guard of humanity and time-ordered space. In cozy spaces of the glamorous, colorful movie
halls and comic stores, Millions of people enjoy the spectacular adventures of superheroes, the
creatures, who can be considered as POP - Gods of the modern world. Superhero culture, as a
global phenomenon, requires special observation and attention. That special trembling and
attachment, expressed towards different representatives of superhero pantheon by a fan of
superhero narratives, is almost religious and sacred by it’s nature. Almost like a religious liturgy,
Movie-halls and comic stores are modern-day temples, within which a “believer” who’s
associated with superhero culture, becomes a witness of ,birth”, “tragedy”, “struggle” and
“survival” of beloved Gods, demigods and deified humans with metaphysical forces. The signs of
religious tradition and myth structure can be discovered in not only, with some significance, -
the sacred, - areas, where superhero culture is properly delivered to widely consumer society,

but also, in superhero narratives.

Multi-functioning and filthy rich corporation of “Marvel”, one of the biggest factories of
different superhero stories, produces numerous comic books and movie-adaptations every year.
The purpose of this research is to explore signs of religious narrative in grandiose “Marvel

Comics” and “Marvel Cinematic Universe” franchisees like: “Captain America”, “Iron Man”,

“Thor”, “Deadpool” and “Avengers”, so it could finally be defined whether or not superhero
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culture can be reviewed as pseudo-religion and animated, lively myth of modern era. In order to
achieve this goal, the whole set of theoretical instruments of philosophy and other relative
disciplines had been used. Scientific investigation of signs linked to religious metaphor and
sacred myth requires some really clear understanding of “birth” metaphor and myth structure,
which can be learnt by overviewing academic works of David Crownfield, Stanislav Groff and
Mircea Eliade. While testing Groff’s and FEliade’s theoretical base for religious metaphor of
“birth” and myth aspects on superhero stories, another truth has revealed itself: Superhero
culture modifies the inner constitution of religious metaphor and myth structure in a very
characteristical way. “Magic” is replaced with technology and in contrary to archaic myth, myth

protagonists tend to transform from “human” to ,divine”, not vice versa.

Thus, the research gives us opportunity to determine level of “religiousness” and “sacredness” in
superhero culture. Also, the work has identified the most unique, specified signs of “modern
myth”. Accurate knowledge of “sacred” and original features of superhero narratives helps us to

perceive the noisy and decorative, nonetheless, varied and beautiful world of “Marvel”.

Key words: Superheroes, pop-culture, religious metaphor, sacred, myth, world, space, Gods,

humans, modernity, supernatural, narrative, technology.
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