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Abstract

This research aimed to explore educational environment role in teaching process of students
with Autism spectrum disorder. Corresponding to research objective, educational
environment was defined as a unity of teaching methodology, physical space for students
with autism spectrum disorder and human resources. The research hypothesis implies
following: Educational environment and teaching frequency based on Applied behavior
analysis (ABA) model, improves academic and social skills among students with autism

spectrum disorder.

The research was implemented in 3 schools of Thbilisi: 55%, 98®* and 41%. Mentioned schools
obtain integrated classes for students with autism spectrum disorder, where students of first,

third and fourth classes are enrolled.

The research applied single - case design and was comprised by four (4) stages. On the first
stage, educational environment of students with autism spectrum disorder was assessed using
specifically adapted research tool in all three schools. On the second stage, in order to select
students with same academic and social characteristics, all children with autism spectrum
disorder =~ were evaluated ~ with basic language and learning skills assessment

mechanism(ABLLS-R) in all three schools.

Based on results, having same profile 3-3 students were selected in each school. On the third

and fourth stages of research, re-assessment was held in February and May.

The research has revealed that, Applied behavior analysis based model and methodology
occurred more significant for maintaining higher quality of academic and social skills, than

time spent in school.

The research implementation was supported by Ilia State University and Shota Rustaveli

national science foundation.
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