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Abstract

The ongoing civil war in Yemen has already turned the country into one of the most dreadful
battlegrounds in the Middle East. The conflict involves more than two factions that in turn
are backed and supported by the certain external actors. The civil war in Yemen is virtually a
proxy war, in which two biggest powers of the Middle East that in fact are two most
theocratic countries in the world try to achieve their political goals by their proxy powers.
Accepting the specifics of the Middle East region, the religious-confessional factors are often
perceived to be located in the core of civil confrontation. The present research aims to assess
the importance and the influence of religion in constructing political alliances among the

power and its proxies.

The present work implements case study and comparative case study methodology to
examine and analyze nexus and causality of religious and political determinants. The political
ties and alliances which are constructed in the Yemeni civil war are based on rational and
realistic motives, thus they are not idealistic constructs. Iran’s alliance with Houthis and
Saudi Arabia’s alliance with president Hadi’s party have not been established for religious
goals. Sharing the same religious identity can only strengthen existing bonds, however can’t
create one. On top of that, political unity of external powers and their proxies have proven to
be fragile throughout Yemen’s modern history. Often, these alliances ignored the religious

disputes of their allies.

The comparative case study of Syrian and Yemeni civil wars has further cemented the
hypothesis regarding the rational nature of political allies and proxies. The dogmas, beliefs
and practice of Houthis and Alawites are far from similar to their ally’s ones. Iran’s Ja’fari
school of Shia Islam is theologically dissimilar to religion practiced by Houthis and Alawites.
Therefore, so called Shia block headed by Iran is only nominally Shia. Proxy power’s religious
rhetoric and attitude towards other confessions has been dramatically changed after the

outbreak of above-mentioned civil wars. We can safely assume that the causal relationship



between religions and politics is, unambiguously, vertical, whereas politics is independent

variable, while religion is dependent.

Key words: Proxy wars, Religious wars, Causal relationship between religions and politic, the

Civil war in Yemen, the Middle East, Iran’s foreign policy.



