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Abstract

Doctoral thesis is a part of the research about Colour Revolutions in Post - Soviet countries
and is designed to evaluate factors, which influenced society decisions during the pre -
revolution period in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic. Research aim is to review political
and material deprivation as a ground of social protest during the pre - revolution period in case
of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic, in the frame of the Relative Deprivation theory,
based on analysis of in - depth interviews, taking into consideration linkage between material
deprivation and Gini Index. Research is based on qualitative research methodology, basic
methodological approach is the method of the case study. Among with anonymous in - depth
interviews, based on projective techniques, with respondents grouped according to their
attitudes towards Colour Revolutions, quantitative data is also reviewed. In order to increase
research results validity and generality, despite analysis of three independent cases (Georgia,
Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic), thesis examines Serbia case and civil protest in Eastern
European Post — Communist countries in 90 - ies. Besides testing major hypothesis, thesis

implies study of alternative explanations of research variables.

Analysis of in - depth interviews proves existence of political and material deprivation
between social groups for the research period and shows methodological value evaluating
Relative Deprivation through the Gini index, as a more measurable way to explain reasons
beyond the Colour Revolutions. Research demonstrates, that taking into consideration Gini
index variation during the pre — revolution period, in the frame of the Relative Deprivation
theory, is relevant to admit deprivation as a reason for the social protest and basis for the

government change.

Towards other hypothesis should be mentioned, that thesis empirical part confirms corruption
of the Georgia, Ukraine, Kyrgyz Republic acting government and the fact of the electoral
fraud, during the pre — revolution period existed external influence, which in case of Georgia

and Ukraine led to the opposition and civil society strengthening. Towards theory of political
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transition, which is the theoretical framework of other hypothesis tested in proposal,
according to which Colour Revolutions successfully (conditioned change of government)
ended in countries, where revolution price was not high, is backed up by the fact, that the
protest has been successfully completed in the countries, where the regime type was not

consolidated authoritarianism.

Originality of this paper is conditioned by different approach to Colour Revolutions, because
previous studies considered as a precondition for the social protest against rigged elections,
lack of democracy and rule of law, either foreign influence, but not political and material
deprivation. Present research will contribute to the academic debates around Colour

Revolutions phenomena.

Independent variable — deprivation, intermediate variable — social protest, dependent variable

— government change.

Key words: Colour Revolution, Relative Deprivation, Gini Index.
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Relative Deprivation and Colour Revolutions

In Post —Soviet Countries

Resume

Aim of the Research and Question

Thesis is a part of research about Colour Revolutions in Post — Soviet countries and aims to
define and evaluate factors, which influenced society decisions and actions during the pre-
revolution period in case of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic, where society protest

caused the change of government.

Research aim is to verify hypothesis, according to which: In case of Georgia, Ukraine and
Kyrgyz Republic political and material deprivation became the reason for the society

dissatisfaction, which caused government change.

Political transition in Post-Soviet countries is widespread issue for academic research, part of
them is dedicated to the evaluation actors role and part of them evaluate foreign and internal

factors influence.

Academic materials, paper is based on, are about research theoretical frame, definition of
hybrid political regimes, transition in Post-Soviet countries, significant part of them are

oriented on evaluation cases of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic.

In Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic revolutionary governments were changed through

the elections, which is condition for choosing those countries cases.

Evaluation of political transition in Post — Soviet countries through the Relative Deprivation
theory, explanation of society protest by parameter determining economic welfare distribution

(Gini index), conditions research innovativeness.
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Research chronological boundary is the period between 1991 - 2005.

Methodology

Paper is based on materials, which describe hybrid regimes, transition in Post — Soviet
countries, politics of research countries, welfare distribution dynamic in society. Together
with academic materials research is based on in-depth interviews, which aims to develop and
test hypothesis, respondents are scholars and in case of anonymous interviews, persons, who

were involved in social protest.

According to the pre — complied questionnaire gathered interviews with academic materials

will explain better society involvement in protest.

Research hypothesis

Research subject is to explain society decisions and actions in Georgia, Ukraine, Kyrgyz
Republic through the Relative Deprivation theory during the pre-revolution period taking
into consideration influence of political elites (government, opposition), nongovernmental

organizations, during political protest, caused by the rigged election.

According to the research hypothesis, in case of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic
political and material deprivation became the reason for the society dissatisfaction, which

caused Colour Revolutions.
In the frame of the research are tested other hypothesis as well:

In case of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic social protest was conditioned by the

corruption of the acting government and electoral fraud.

Foreign influence was essential for the successful revolutions, which was reflected in support

of opposition and civil society.

Society protest was successfully completed in countries (resulted government change), where

acting regime type was transitional (hybrid) either semi-consolidated authoritarianism, in
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countries, where acting regime type was consolidated authoritarianism, despite of the

deprivation level, social protest did not bring desired result, as the price for the revolution was

high.

Discussion of the empirical results

The aim of this paper was to evaluate society’s role in the change of government during the
Colour Revolutions in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic in the frame of the Relative
Deprivation theory, surveillance based on the Gini Index, which is most commonly used to
measure material deprivation. The final part of the paper will be devoted to discussing the

research results and summarizing them.

The summarizing task will be divided into two parts: first will summarize the theoretical

conclusions, second will generalize political processes.
In the frame of the current research following hypothesis were tested:

In case of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic political and material deprivation became
the reason for society dissatisfaction, which lead to the demonstrations and caused government

change;

During the Colour Revolution social protest was conditioned by the corruption of the acting

government and electoral fraud;

Foreign influence was essential for the successful revolutions, which was reflected in

supporting strengthening opposition and civil society;

Society protest was successfully completed (caused government change) in countries, where
acting regime type was transitional (hybrid), either semi consolidated authoritarianism, in
countries, where acting regime type was consolidated authoritarianism, despite of the

deprivation level, social protest did not bring desired result as the price for the revolution was

high.
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Towards research theoretical part, taking into consideration the research results, with respect

to the verified theory, several theoretical conclusions that can be stated.

In empirical part of the thesis, become clear that the Relative Deprivation theory adequately

explains the research hypothesis.

Relative deprivation is defined as a perception of difference by the person, between
expectations (welfare, what a person believes he/she deserves) and existence when comparing
themselves to others. Relative deprivation is not only an economic form of deprivation, but
social psychology also defines it by measurable reactions, such as social protest, a sense of

discrimination and injustice.

The calculation of the collective relative deprivation gap between average income and society

satisfaction shows that the existing material deprivation was sufficient to trigger social protest.

Empirical part confirms Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic acting government corruption
and the fact of electoral fraud. During the pre — revolution period existed external influence,
which led to the opposition and civil society strengthening. Towards existing regime type in
Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic, can be considered as a confirmed fact, that the protest
has been successfully completed in countries, where the regime type was not consolidated

authoritarianism.

As for the conclusion, with regard to the empirical part, several considerations can be made:
together with political and material deprivation, other factors that influenced the society
attitudes, were lack of the rule of law, corruption and rigged election. While evaluating foreign
influence, it is important to mention support for strengthening the non-state actors’ capacity,
which had an important role in mobilizing society. The acting authority let to the social protest

bring desired result — change of government.

Furthermore, towards research countries should be mentioned, that over the last twenty years
policy brought society to segregation and did not contribute reduction of the economic and
ideological gap between social groups, could not ensure wider social participation in political
decision-making, but in case of Georgia and Ukraine, if we will take into account the number

of elections held since their independence, there were external signs of social engagement.
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Finally, this study has examined the reasons for the Colour Revolution in Georgia, Ukraine
and Kyrgyz Republic through the only one level of analysis, which, hope, will encourage

scientific debates.
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